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2008 Annual Meeting Agenda 2008 Grant in Aid Award Winner

Charles Hart, MA, CIH, CSP, RS, RBP
Environmental & Occupational Health and Safety
Ohio University, School of Health Sciences

Project Title: The Effects of Environmental Variables on West
Nile Virus Infection Rates in Culex Mosquitoes Using an
‘Ecological Niche’ Type Model

Project Description: Research related to biogeospatial analysis
and West Nile Virus. The study area is the Cuyahoga County
Health District near Cleveland, OH. This work will attempt to
develop models to study the effects of environmental variables
on the minimum infection rate (MIR) of Culex mosquitoes
taken in county gravid traps.

SUNDAY, OCT. 19

7:00 – 9:00 PM Early Bird Hospitality

TUESDAY, OCT. 21    MORNING & AFTERNOON:     Michael Cooper, Presiding 

8:00 – 8:30 Breakfast / Registration

8:30 – 9:00 Zoonotic Diseases in Ohio
Kathleen A. Smith, DVM, MPH, Ohio Department of Health

9:00 – 9:30 Mosquitoes and Scrap Tires- Regulatory Update
Bob Large, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Scrap Tire Unit

9:30 – 10:00 The General Biology of Biting Midges (Ceratopogonidae)
Major Mark Breidenbaugh USAF, Research Entomologist,
Youngstown Air Reserve Station, Vienna, Ohio

10:00 – 10:15 Break

10:15 – 10:45 Update on Surveillance of Zoonotic and 
Vector-borne Diseases in Wildlife
ODH/USDA

10:45 – 11:15 AMCA Update
Thomas C. Wilmot, Ph.D., Director, Midland County Mosquito Control

11:15 – 11:45 Ohio Vector-Borne Disease Update
Richard E. Gary, Ph.D., Ohio Department of Health

12:00 – 1:30 Lunch, Award Ceremony, Closing Remarks, Door Prize Drawing

Annual Meeting 2008

October 19-21

University Plaza Hotel

Columbus, OH

M O N D AY

After a quick review of the agenda, it
appears that we should have a minimum
of 7.50  RS ceu’s and at least 4.0 ODA
ceu’s. It is likely that more credit hours
will be approved. Stay Tuned.

National and Ohio Update

2008 US Arbovirus Surveillance Update
As of August 18th, 168 human cases of WNV have been
reported in 25 states. In addition, 1065 dead birds and 2383
mosquito pools have tested positive nationwide. Most of the
WNV activity is occurring in western states, where Culex tarsalis
is a major vector. In California alone, there are 55 human cases
and surveillance efforts have detected 987 WNV positive dead
birds and 805 positive mosquito pools.

There have been 5 human cases of SLE reported in Arkansas
and Pennsylvania, 10 cases of LAC in the Midwest and
Southeast and 1 case of EEE in Alabama. In addition, there are
101 equine EEE cases in the Southeast. 

Ohio Arbovirus Surveillance Update
As of August 18th, ODH is reporting 1 human case of LAC and
1 case of WNV. The ODH Vector-borne Disease Laboratory has
tested 248,831 Culex mosquitoes for WNV. Of these, 46
mosquito pools from Cuyahoga (2), Delaware (1), Franklin
(14), Hamilton (6), Jackson (1), Lake (3), Licking (4), Lorain
(11), Stark (1), and Summit (3) Counties have tested positive
for WNV. None of the 57 dead crows / blue jays submitted have
tested positive.

Killbuck Marsh Wildlife Area (KMWA) and nearby Brown’s
Lake Bog in Wayne County provide ideal habitat for the
mosquitoes that transmit EEE. This area was the center of an
equine outbreak in the early 1990s and remains a public health
concern today. So far this year, 394 live bird blood samples
collected at KMWA have been tested for Eastern equine
encephalitis (EEE) and all are negative.

Ohio Rabies Surveillance and ORV Update
The fall ORV operation in 16 northeastern and eastern Ohio
counties will begin in late August. To date in 2008, Ohio has
had 36 rabies positive animal cases:  32 bats, 2 skunks and 2
raccoons. Rabid bats have been collected from Butler, Clark,
Cuyahoga, Delaware, Fayette, Franklin, Hamilton, Hancock,
Holmes, Jackson, Lucas, Mercer, Montgomery, Perry, Portage,
Ross, Summit, Trumbull, and Wayne Counties. Both skunks
and both raccoons were from Lake County and variant typed by
CDC as raccoon-rabies.

MONDAY, OCT. 20  MORNING:    Chris Bauer, R.S., Presiding

7:45 – 8:45 Registration

8:45 – 9:00 Opening Remarks
Chris Bauer, R.S., President, OMCA

9:00 – 9:30 Catch Basin Larvaciding in Alexandria, VA
Lessons Learned
Tim McGonegal, Alexandria VA Health Department

9:30 – 10:15 Assessment of Rat Populations Using GIS
James W. Coates, R.S.
Cuyahoga County Board of Health

10:15 – 10:30 Break

10:30 – 11:00  Pest Control at a Large University
Sam Hanson, R.S. Ohio University, 
Department of Environmental Health & Safety

11:00 – 11:45 Supplier Presentations

11:45 – 1:30 Lunch/Business Meeting

MONDAY, OCT. 20  AFTERNOON:    Rich Gary, Presiding

1:30 – 2:00 OMCA 2007 Grant-in-Aid Recipients Presentation
Progress Towards Using Mosquitoes’ Innate 
Attraction to Plant Volatiles for Surveillance Purposes
Chris Stone and Phillip E. Otienoburu
The Ohio State University

2:00 – 2:30 ODA Pest Control Applicator Core Material Update
Joanne Kick-Raack
Ohio State University Extension

2:30 – 3:00 Michigan Vector-Borne Disease Update
Thomas C. Wilmot, Ph.D., Director
Midland County Mosquito Control

3:00 – 3:15 Break
3:15 – 3:45 Dengue Risk & Prevention in 

Rural Ecuadorian Communities
Christine Leistner, Mauricio Lascano, & Adam Wonjo
Tropical Disease Institute, Department of Biomedical
Sciences, College of Osteopathic Medicine,
Ohio University

3:45 – 4:15 Research on Mosquito Pupae has It’s Ups and Downs
Dr. William Romoser
Tropical Disease Institute, Department of Biomedical 
Sciences, College of Osteopathic Medicine, 
Ohio University

5:00 Attitude Adjustment and Photo Salon

The opinions expressed by the speakers do 
not necessarily represent those of the Ohio
Mosquito Control Association, its members,
or the Board of Directors.

To find out how well you did, go to the
OMCA website - Ohiomosquitocontrol.org.
All photos in this newsletter are by James Gathany or an unknown photographer and were
obtained from the CDC.

PICK T H E TICK

Black-legged Tick
(Ixodes scapularis)

O Primary vector of Lyme
Disease in Eastern US

O The first sign of a Lyme
infection is usually a circular
rash called “erythema
migrans”

O A major vector of human
granulocytic ehrilichiosis

O The adult is smaller than a
poppy seed

O The female is larger than 
the male

Lone Star Tick
(Amblyomma americanum)

O Becoming a major nuisance tick
in Ohio

O Primary vector of Human
Monocytic Ehrlichiosis

O The picture above is a female
Lone Star Tick

O Animal hosts include small birds 
and rodents

O This tick is originally from Texas

American Dog Tick
(Dermacentor variabilis)

O Primary vector of Rocky 
Mountain Spotted Fever

O Primary vector of Canine 
Heart Worm

O Most common tick encountered
in Ohio

O Hats should be worn to protect
you from these ticks, which jump
out of trees onto hosts

O Primary animal host are canines

Check all that apply.

What makes
these ticks
trouble? Try
your luck at our
test and see!!
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